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SOME BITS 'N PIECES: 
Well, I hope the readers of this newsletter had a safe and 

enjoyable summer. We spent a few weeks down east in Maine, on good 
ole Cape Cod, and a few day trips thrown in, here and there. Now, the 
kids are back in school, the little odds & ends are completed, so its 
back to the grind stone with this burden of love - aerial phenomenon. 

I would like to share with you an odd event that I witnessed 
during this past summer. I have discussed this with a couple of close 
associates/colleagues and they agree that I should go on record with 
it. 

On 27 June severe weather warnings and advisories ; for parts of 
all six states in New England, were broadcast on radio and television. 
People were told to stay indoors and off highways until the storms 
passed (source : Boston Globe 28 June 1992). Being a hardy New 
Englander with a passion for working in the vegetable garden I decided 
to do a little weeding and batten down the homestead, .before the 
storms moved in. At about 1230 hrs. the rumble of thunder could be 
heard in the distance and the sky was turning darker by the minute. 
The wind was picking up and the thunder was becoming ever louder and 
more frequent. My eyes were becoming increasingly curious on the 
horizon where a very low, dark cloud seemed to be blowing directly 
towards my direction. Every minute the cracking of lightning, the 
deafening booming of thunder and the LOW/DARK cloud overhead was 
slowly draining the hardy New Englander out of me. At this point, 
just about 1300 hrs. and with some reiuctance, I thought it best to go 
indoors until this weather pattern blew by. Just before entering the 
house, I stood by the back door facing north by northwest, with my 
eyes looking straight up and glued to this LOW/DARK cloud. Suddenly, 
I noticed what appeared to be a ball of light. The best and only way 
I can describe this event and how it developed is as if someone 
switched on a light bulb then watched the lightbulb expand - similar 
to someone blowing a bubble from a piece of bubble gum. It appeared 
to glow brighter or larger and seemed to protrude from the cloud. The 
color was yellowish/white and very small, from my perspective, one 
could fit ten of these balls on a thumbnail. The event lasted no 
longer than maybe two seconds, it just blinked out as if someone 
turned off an electrical switch. Was this the beginning of a 
ball-lightning event? 

That same storm dropped two feet of hail in some spots, trees came 
down, cars were stranded all over. According to meteorologist Roger 
Laplante a trough of low pressure out of Canada "that was unusually 
strong sitting over Quebec for about a week and that has kept the cold 
air over us. When the sun came out today and warmed the air, it 
caused the severe weather." 

From the letter box, compiler and researcher Rich Heiden cautions 

all: "Is anybody else a victim of Magic Mountain Publishing, 

publisher of North American SET! magazine? After I got the first 

issue from Arcturus Book Service, I sent in for subscriptions to both 

that and their CONTACT: EARTH newsletter, and ordered their 'UFO 

Calendar,' but got nothing, despite my follow-up letters. The postal 

inspector was apparently unable to get even a reply from them as well. 

Nevertheless, supervisor V. Olivia Hines wrote me that 'criminal 

prosecution under mail fraud laws requires proof of the existence of a 

scheme with intent to defraud. Such proof can normally be developed 

only by showing a pattern of fraudulent activity. Receiving a few 

complaints alleging failure to ... furnish a product or service may 

reflect poor business practices rather than intentional fraud.' In 

other words, the U.S. Postal Service needs more complaints. Send yours 

to Ms. V. Olivia Hines: Supervisor, Management Operations Support 

Center, Northeast Region: Office of the Regional Chief Inspector: 

Newark, NJ. 07175-0001. (Or on the other hand, did anybody actually 

get what he ordered, and �ere more issues of North American SETI 
actually published since August 1988?) Thanks alotl 

LA ' VAUGUE  OYNI BELGE '  ou LE IRIQMPHE DE LA DESINfORMATION' - One 

of the latest publications on the 'Belgian Wave' is completed. 

Resear·cher & Author Marc Hallet informs us, "definite proofs that the 

Work of SOBEPS is a very bad one". He adds, "They never demonstrated 

that the UFOs are extraterrestrial. They did not even demonstrate 

that UFOs do exist and have invaded Belgian skies. Everything that 

was published and promoted in America about the Belgium triangle wave 

is wrong except an article written by my friend Wim Van Utrecht" 

(refer to Orbiter 133 Nov/Dec. 1991). For more information and 

obtaining a copy of LA 'VAGUE OVNI BELGE' (not translated) write to: 

Marc Hallet, BP 1367, B-�020, Liege 12 Belgium. 
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Roswell: The confusing involvement of sheriff George Wilcox 

George Wilcox, sheriff of Chaves County, got involved at the 
very beginning of the Roswell crashed disc affair, but the 
true picture of his involvement is far from satisfactory. 

According to Kevin Randle and Donald Schmitt in UFO CRASH AT 
ROSWELL, p.45-48, the following facts were ascertained from 
his daughter Phyllis McGuire: 

Mac Brazel arrived at the jail (Wilcox's headquarters) on 
Sunday July 6, 1947 with some of the crash debris. We don't 
know the quantity. Wilcox then phoned Roswell Air Field, 
whereupon two or three USAF men came to the jail to examine 
the debris; a portion of it was later taken for shipment to 
Fort Worth that evening. Wilcox then sent two of his deputies 
out to the ranch. According to Randle/Schmitt tl1ese deputies 
would have had no difficulty in locating the remote ranch 75 
miles away even though it was not in the county administered 
by the sheriff and it was at least a 2- 1/2 hour journey along 
unmade roads in a desolate area. At this stage the military 
had not yet set off for the ranch themselves, so the 
Sherriff's men had a head start and, since they knew the 
route, must certainly have got to.the ranch well in advance of 
the Air Force. (The military, with Brazel, did not set off 
until about dusk, according to Mrs McGuire). The deputies then 
returned, obviously after dark, having found no debris but 
they did see a blackened area of ground, the site of the 
presumed 'touchdown' before the crash proper. At no time on 
July 6 had anything, news or hardware, been classified. 

Monday July 7 passed without incident or any news of the 
crashed disc. But "things changed radically" on the 8th. 
Wilcox decided to send another two deputies on that day; again 
they seem to have known the route without any guidance. Mrs 
McGuire and her sister Elizabeth Tulk thought the sheriff , 
might have travelled out there himself on this second 
occasion. Apparently, however, nobody could get close since by 
this time the military had cordoned off the roads to the ranch 
and forbidden anyone to enter, even the sheriff, who was told 
that he had no status in Lincoln County anyway. Thus Wilcox 
brought his men home. At noon on the 8th, Walter Haut issued 
his press release and thereafter Wilcox was fielding phone 
calls all day and throughout the night, from all over the USA 
and other countries, on the crashed saucer. Wilcox was, at 
this time, still trying to learn everything he could about the 
'crash' and was continually phoning Roswell base; but the 
military refused to say anything. 

On July 9 or 10 the military arrived at the jail to retrieve 
the remainder of the debris Brazel had brought in on the 6th, 
which had been carefully guarded since then. They warned him 
not to disclose anything to anyone, and the sheriff duly 
obliged. Wilcox felt that "the crash was a military matter". 
Phyllis (a teenager at the time) kept asking her father about 
it but her mother Inez told her to stop pestering dad and shut 

up. Apparently Wilcox never found out what the object was 
anyway, since the USAF refused to let him in on the sceret. 
Randle and Schmitt (p. 48) say that Wilcox 11had no need to 
known and that his 11role was minor, but important11• 

The two daughters said Wilcox was very annoyed at the military 
and the way they h�dled the affair, (p. l65). Although told 
not to talk about it he did in fact discuss it "in private 
with his familyn (both daughters were teenagers in 1947). 

Points arising thus far, all interrelated: 

1. Wilcox had no legal status in Lincoln County, so why bother 
to send deputies to the ranch and eve� go there himself, only 
to be told to mind his own business when he arrived? 

2. After being warned not to disclose anything he still 
discussed it with his family. Surely a breach of confidence at 
the very least. (But see below). 
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3. The crashed disc debris sat in his office for at least 
three days, before he was told to keep his mouth shut. 
Meanwhile he answered calls from the world over and neyer once 
mentioned this fact. (The material in Wilcox's office was not 
classified at this point; if it had been the USAF would have 
confiscated it immediately). 

4. It make no sense for the sheriff to send his men out to a 
remote ranch in another county after he has already called the 
military. Either Wilcox felt the matter was the concern of his 
department (in which case he would have dealt with it himself 
or more likely, notified the sheriff of Lincoln County) or he 
felt it was a military matter, as claimed by his daughters (in 
which case he would certainly not waste manpower and send 
deputies on unmade roads to a remote ranch, and risk his men 
losing their way; still less would he go himself). 

5. There is no way, if Wilcox did in fact get involved, that 
the military could legally prevent him-from disclosing what he 
knew about the case to outside enquirers. Had it been purely a 
military matter, they would never have let Wilcox send anyone 
out to the ranch in the first place. This raises another 
point: The sherriff's first deputies left for the ranch some 
hours before the military did; and the military (with Brazel) 
left before the deputies returned, i;e. without knowing what 
was discovered. What would the military have done had these 
deputies found the crash site. wreckage and bodies? In fact. 
how would the USAF haye known if and when the deputies 
returned at all or what they discovered? (Remember there was 
no telephone or radio communication between the ranch and 
elsewhere). 

It is inconceivable the USAF could have stopped Wilcox 
from telling the world, since they (the USAF) had not even 
reached the site at this time and would thus have been in 
total ignorance. To sum up: it makes nonsense for the sheriff 

to call in the military; then for the military, once they had 
arrived at the jail, to allow Wilcox to get a head start on 
something that might have far reaching national security 
consequences. (In the Time Line, on p.201, the authors say 
Wilcox sent his deputies out after he had phoned Roswell base 
but before the military reached the jail!). More confusion. 

Further conflicting evidence: on p.l35 we read that Frank 
Joyce, radio announcer for station KGFL, learned of the flying 
disc while Brazel was at the jail with the sheriff, and � 
it was at Joyce's suggestion that Wilcox phoned the military. 
Joyce was apparently in the habit of phoning the sheriff every 
day to see if anything of interest was going on. On July 6 he 
made his call, heard about the flying disc find, only to be 
told that Wilcox was unimpressed with_Brazel's story. Yet, 
according to Phyllis McGuire, Wilcox phoned the military and 
sent deputies out to the ranch almost at once after Brazel 
came. Hardly the actions of a man "unimpressed" with the 
story. 

If Joyce is correct, there was clearly nothing to stop him 
putting out the story of the crashed disc on the radio on July 
6, even if it seemed "unimpressive" at that stage. Yet he 
never did so, neither did he visit the jail to see the debris 
for himself. In fact no news got out until Haut's press 
release on the 8th. 

In THE ROSWELL REPORT, A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE (CUFOS, 1991) 
essentially the same account appears on p.47-8, but with some 
big differences. Barbara Dugger, a granddaughter of Wilcox, 
said that while living with Inez Wilcox (her grandmother) in 
the early 1970s she learned of the crashed saucer from her and 
was told never to divulge it. Apparently the sheriff had told 
his wife much more than he should since Inez knew that bodies 
had been found; although Randle and Schmitt say Inez "must 
have learned about them from another source - directly from 
the military". However, "Dugger didn't know whether the 
sheriff had seen the bodies or if he'd heard about them from 
some of the military officers". The military had warned Inez, 
along with George in 1947, to keep quiet. 
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Another point: Barbara claims that the soldiers threatened 
the Wilcox family with death. "The whole family would be wiped 
out .  That was why Inez didn't want Dugger to say anything 
about it". 
Thus the story improves with time. In IUR for May/June 1992, 
under SECOND THOUGHTS ON THE BARNEY BARNETT STORY, Randle & 
Schmitt now say that the sheriff was "heavily involved". 
Barbara Dugger told them that he not only saw the bodies but 
even "told his wife that one had survived the crash" ! In 
spite of this, he was escorted from the debris field. 

A tew fur�ner comments: 

6. In their book the authors tell us that Wilcox's involvement 
was "minor". In their IUR article they tell us that he was 
"heavily involved". Which is correct? 

7. There seems to be much confusion over how much Wilcox saw, 
what he did, was told, what Inez was told, times of events, 
etc. The very idea that the military would have told his wife 
anything seems crazy, especially as on p.48 of the book we 
learn that Wilcox "had no need to know". Yet his wife 
apparently did! 

8. The 'live alien' story first appeared in IUR in 1992. There 
is no mention of it in the book. Did the authors omit this 
significant evidence from the book, or did Barbara suddenly 
'remember' it in a later interview? 

9. If Barbara Dugger's testimony is correct about the whole 
family being wiped out if Wilcox or Inez talked, we are faced 
with a bewildering scenario: 

The USAF first tell Inez Wilcox about the bodies when she had 
no need to know (George, also with "no need to know" having 
possibly been allowed to see them at first hand, according to 
whose account you accept) and then threaten innocent 
civilians, including women and children, with death if the 
parents tell anyone! 

Another thought: If the military did make this threat, why are 
the two daughters and granddaughter still alive? Was it OK for 
Inez to tell her granddaughter this secret, with its obvious 
risks, and the family to escape the firing squad? Now that 
the story is out Barbara Dugger, together with her mother and 
aunt, must be trembling in fear every minute of their lives! 

One final matter: the press reports say that the date of 
Brazel's visit to the sheriff was Monday July 7 (a far more 
likely day than a Sunday). The reason Randle & Schmitt have 
altered this to the 6th may be to do with General Dubose's 4 3-
year-old recollections of a flight of debris to Fort Worth "a 
few days before" the crucial July 8 flight. It is most 
certainly not the result of accurate recall of Wilcox's 
offspring, and there is no documentation to support a July 6 
visit. But it is the only date that fits the proposed time 
line (p. 199-220 of book). I challenge Randle & Schmitt to say 
why they have altered this date, and other dates associated 
with the case. 

I also challenge t.hem to admit that the death threat 
allegations agains� the USAF are tall tales, invented by 
either Barbara Dugger or her grandmother. 

I suggest that the testimony of these three women is so full 
of holes and contradictory as to be worthless. 

TIFO Enc'ounters:: New: Jllagazine froJn Aztec Publishing, Write to; 
P.o.· Bax #�142, Norcros s , GA, 30091. 
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NEW MEXICO 

In 1947, 
Roswell had 

a close 

encounter with 

a UFO, and 

with fleeting 

fame. Interest 

in the story 

persists, and 

now the town 

hopes to make 

permanent 

room for its 

notorious 

visitors.' 

By Fritz Thompson I Journal Staff Writer 

ROSWEU. - The man who 
officially announced to the world 
in 1947 that the U.S. government 
bad found a crashed flying saucer 
is today, 45 years later, back in 
the space business - only this 
time he's looking for an empty 
building with lots of room. 

Walter Haut thinks it's about 
time the city of Roswell cashed in 
on the fleeting notoriety it gained 
when pieces of the wreckage were 
hauled into a nearby hangar .at 
the air base. 

He and a couple of friends who 
were around in those days want to 
open what they say will be the 
world's first UFO museum and 
research center. 

"It's part of New Mexico's 
history," he says. "The UFO crash 
is of significant historical value." 

Haut says the museum idea has 
been enthusiastically - if 
somewhat bashfully - embraced 
by Roswell. And be wants people 
to know he and his friends are 
serious: "We're not a bunch of 
weird Harolds with Frisbees and 
stuff." 
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Date with destiny 
In 1947, Haut was a first 

lieutenant and public information 
officer at the Roswen Army Air 
Field when be was cast in a key 
role of what bec.\me known as 
"the Roswell incident." 

Officers from the air Cield that. 
summer had been directed to A 
place far out in the open country, 
where they found A huge, 
elongated gouge in the soil and 
scattered pieces of a mysterious 
foil, or metal. 

On July 8 of that year, on 
orders from the base intelligence 
officer, Maj. Jesse Marcel, Haut 
distributed a news release saying 
the military had recovered the 
wreckage of a "flying disc." 

The news release began, "The 
many rumors regarding the flying 
discs became a reality yesterday 
... " It said the wreckage bad 
been found by a rancher in an 
isolated area some 70 miles 
northwest of Roswell. 

The announcement was the first 
and only time the U.S. 
government publicly 
acknowledged it bad possession of 
a flying saucer, or at least pieces 
of one. 



Worldwide, the news media 
were stunned. Telephones at 
various places in Roswell rang all 
day. Lines to the air field's officell 
were jammed. 

Piecing It together 
Meanwhile, a man named Glenn 

Dennis was experiencing a 
different kind of encounter. A 
Roswell mortician in 1947, Dennis 
was to become moderately famous 
after be said be was queried by 
telephone about tissue 
preservation techniques. A day 
later be was told by a nurse, in 
great detail, about three alien . 
beings who were dead on arrival 
at the base hospital. Dennis never 
saw the bodies. The telephone 
calls were from military doctors 
and were made to the mortuary 
on the evening of July 8. 

What Dennis beard that day 
didn't seem important until years 
later, when researchers found 
supposed witnesses who said 
three (maybe four) space 
travelers were found dead at a 
crashed spaceship several miles 
from the gouged earth. 

Haut's press release didn't 
mention bodies, but the news of 
the flying saucer still caused an 
uproar. The military :became · 
nervous. 

A day later, on July 9, Brig. 
Gen. Roger Ramey said the Army 
bad made a mistake, that the 
wreckage was simply the 
remnants of a crashed weather 
balloon and that there was no 
.. flying disc." His announcement 
didn't say anything about bodies. 

The story died quickly. Within 
two days, it vanished from the 
news. It stayed gone for 30 years. 

In 1980, a book called .. The 
Roswell Incident" was published. 
It cited new evidence, raised new 
questions. 

A growing nUmber of 
researchers decided the crash 
northwest <>f Roswell - and the 
subsequent actions of the military 
- was one of the most important 
·events in the history of UFOs. 

And ever since, people have 
been arguing about what actually 
happened out there on that New 
Mexico cow pasture. 

Roswell Ready 
To Make Use 
Of UFO Mystery 

permanent they could see," says 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE F1 Dennis. ' 

A few weeks from now, be says, 
A .dream takes shape a sculptor should be working on a 

On the vacant seventh floor of 11 life-sized model of a space alien, 

downtown Roswell bank building, · built from descriptions and 
Walter Haut, Glenn Dennis and a drawings in UFO books and 
real estate dealer Max Littell have documents. 
taken over a suite of lease-free The extraterrestrial travelers 
offices and a collection of allegedly seen at the crash site 
second-band furniture. Every day, and later at the Roswell Army Air 
the three men come up here and Field hospital were described as 

. talk about the UFO museum. short and gray and thin, with 
What they're talking about these fragile bodies, four fingers, big 

days is where to put it. At last heads and large, almond-shaped 
word, they have a promising lead eyes. 
on -a big vacant building in a part The three men also talk vaguely 
of town they decline to identify, about duplicating the crash site, 
lest it discourage the deal making various mannequins to 

"People come here and the first match differing descriptions, and 
thing they want to know about is building scaled-down replicas of 

the. UFO crash," says Haut. "They flying saucers. 
come out to my bouse and bug They worry that all this may 
m_e. They ask me 'Were you really sound too carnivallike, and they 
there?' and 'Did you touch the hasten to dispel the notion by 
bodies?' I probably average two pointing out that the museum bas . 
·or three calls a week relative to been officially incorporated as the 
the UFO story." International UFO Museum and 
: The crash site is closer to the Research Center. It bas received 
town of Corona, in Lincoln certification as a non-profit 
County, than it is to Roswell. And operation. 
after 45 years, the place where it They envision the facility as a 
�appened looks just like the place for UFO research, with 
surrounding countryside. Even if books and documents and tapes. 
a visitor managed to find the So far, they have a dozen videos, 
tough ranch road to the site, stacks of publications and some 
there is nothing to see. "Two dust news clips of the Roswell incident 
itonns and a three-inch rain and tacked to a portable bulletin board 
the evidence was all gone," says in an otherwise empty room. 
Littell. 

Keeping the faith 
: Haut says the museum will not 

choose up sides and espouse any 
theory about whether the crash 
involved a balloon or a flying 
saucer. 
: Meanwhile, the city of Roswell, 

ft seems, bas emerged - almost 
Quidvertently - as a touchstone 
for those who believe in the 
existence of flying saucers, or at 
least in UFOs. 

"We had so many different news 
organizations and other people 
coming into Roswell, we decided 
maybe we ought to get something 

Personal views 
While the museum is supposed 

to be non-partisan, Haut admits to 
some definite personal sentiments 
regarding the 1947 incident. 

''At the· time, when I put out the 
news release, my own feeling was 
'My God, why are we getting 
involved in this stupid thing?' " 
Haut says. "And when they said it 
w.as only a weather balloon, I kind 
of wiped the sweat from my brow 
and thought 'I'm glad that's all it 
was.'" 

In fact, Haut says, the incident 
seemed so insignificant that be 
totally forgot about it. "A crashed 

Prices' flying saucer is made of two 6-foot 
satellite dishes welded together, painted 
silver, topped by a green beacon and encircled 
by flashing red and yellow lights. Scattered 
around the UFO are life�sized mannequins stitc�ed 
by Prices' sister, representing the "bodies' 
of four extraterrestrial travelers. Price s2ys 
he has had more than 400 visitors since he 
opened his museum in April. 
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weather balloon doesn't leave you 
with much of an impression 30 
years later," he says. 

In the last several years, 
however, his attitude has changed. 

"It was all a part of a finely 
tuned cover-up," he says. "It 
wasn't pursued because the news 
media was not as pushy as it is 
today, and the 509th Bomb Group 
at the air field was very secretive 
- their planes were the only ones 
then capable of carrying a nuclear 
bomb." Haut isn't inclined to talk 
at length about the "cover-up." 

"The point is," he says, 
"something happened out there 
that was historically significant." 

Making It real 
. South of Roswell, near the old 
gate to the Army Air Field, John 
Price has put together his 
independent version of the flying 
saucer crash. 

The exhibit is in a wing of a 
video rental store called the Outa 
Limits UFO Enigma Museum. 
Admission is $1. 

Curiously, none of the three 
men in the downtown bank 
building ever mentioned this 
place. 

Price's "flying saucer" is made 
of two 6-foot satellite dishes 
welded together, painted silver, 
topped by a green beacon and 
encircled by flashing red and 
yellow lights. 

It sits at one end of his exhibit 
hall. On the wall behind it is a 
mural of the nighttime 
countryside. Depicted in the 
foreground is a long gouge in the 
earth. 

Around the craft are "bodies" of 
four extraterrestrial travelers. 
One i!l sprawled grotesquely 
through a bole blasted in the side 
of the saucer, another lies in the 
open hatchway. Price says his 
sister stitched the life-sized 
mannequins together. Their skin 
is gray, their eyes are big and 
each hand has four fingers. 

"We didn't get the necks quite 
right," Price says. 

Price grew up in Roswell, right 
beside the old air base. When he 
was 15, he became interested in 
the saucer story, but nobody 
wanted to talk about it. "They 
didn't know much," be says. "Most 

·people believed it was some super 
secret thing the government was 
working on and people shouldn't 
know about." 

· 

Healthy skeptics 
Around Roswell, people are 

increasingly interested in the 
flying saucer incident, but they 
talk as if they don't want to 
appear gullible. 

"There are a lot of people here 
who are skeptical," says Sara 
Whiting, director of the 
convention and visitors bureau for 
the Chamber of Commerce. "But 
this is a conservative city. We'd · 
like to be known for other things, 
too, like the bus manufacturing 
plant and the lollipop, Levi's and 
fireworks factories." 
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The tourism potential hasn't 
gone unnoticed. The Chamber of 
Commerce has used the flying 
saucer incident in national 
advertising. Whiting says she gets 
about 100 calls a month and Price 
says he bas had more than 400 
visitors since he opened his 
museum in April 

Haut says he is fielding a 
growing number of requests for 
information on the incident. "It's 
fascinating, the broad interest in 
this," he says. "And for us, it isn't 
fun and games. It's serious 
business." 

****************** 

-N o'W You Know. 

Color, an electr�agnetic 
phenomenon, is a sensation 
produced through the 
excitation of the retina 
of the eye by rays of light. 
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·Brits baffied � 

by close call 
with·UFO .: 

LONDON - A British 
airliner nearly collided with a 
UFO 14,000 feet over 
southern England in a close 
encounter that has baffled 
experts. a government report 
said yesterday. · · 

The Britannia Airways 
Boeing 737 came within feet 
of the mysterious lozenge* . 
shaped object as it descend* 
ed toward Gatwick airport : . 
last summer. according to an 
official Civil Aviati on Au* · · 

· thority report. 
Experts from the British· . 

UFO Research Association 
also investigated the lnci- . 
dent and ruled out any possl� 
bility that the object was · · 
another aircraft. weather bal­
loon or missile. 

The aircraft was traveling 
at 355 knots wf10n the co-pilot 
spotted ··a black lozenge-
like object" just 500 meters 
ah13ad at the same revel. 

According to the report, 
the object passed only 30 
feet above the w ing of the 
aircraft. 

London air controllers 
spotted a small primary �adar 
oonlact beh ind the 737. and 
tracked It as it headed south-
east at aboL•t 100 knots. 

· 

· -The Tomes of lDndoo • 

AIHMISS . H. E l',O HT No 7'j;t) 1 

J)•pe ,Opcr·o tur !lit/Fl. 
As5C?.'i.<i('d t\11'1 
Cundl lfun.� 

/)a (1•/li me: l5174)jul 

Reportllt)j Aircruji: Ul}/ CAT VMC 1\0 k111 

HefJUT te.l 1\tl"crajl: 

I'OJiii(Jfl: 

Ulack f.ot.�llgc Sh.�pcu Object 

N5'6�2N EP<.'Jti1 (30 N·�, SE �{/\Y) 

CIA 

P,'\RT /\: 5Ur.L".:AHY Ut-= INf-UilMI\TlON J\I;POilTF.D TO iAS . . - . � . 

TilE B737 Pn.'<.n' rcp<.:rt.s that lac was .. inGo·u·, ;� t�· Gatwid� and In tornf11Uilicatlon will& Ln_lld(�ll 
co:u11rul on 1 �8.1 while squawking w ith Muuc· <:'. l IC w�s ·tu:adin& JOB-> ami Llcsccndlng tllrot•}�ll 1·1. l'tll 
:!l 355 In with visibility in the n�gion of 10 lml.

' lli:; r:O' 5aw a 51lli\JIIJiack luz.cngc .sltapcd Ol1j1�f I alu Hll 

')00 "" �hc:.u.l o( the ac and a! 'the r.amc kvel. WiLhin lh� space ·of about 1. 5 �CC it Jl;lS�;<�d V<.'l Y clo::.c. 
\o.::.!> th:.tn 100 yd aw:ly, dCJwn the pon :lit.h.: of the.: ac :.�nd, :.�t the.; ml:1Sl, 30 ft';�L>uve llle level nf �he will)'.· 
I k infut mcd London Control, vi:• til(� H'J', whu reponed :;c;cing a :irnall p;-itnily radar contact ;\'ill' I'll' 'f 
the a c. No imp;�c.:t or dist\.11 uanc:c w�s kit on the ac <lnd no d:�(llfi(;C was oJJ.scrvcd <.lurinB a posl fliJ!ht 
inspcni(JII. lie 2sscsscd the ri�l\ o( collision ;�� hi�IL ,. 

ATC AT I.A.'l'CC reports th:lt cJtjti"R a moJc1.alc tr<tffic loading on the DIG/EAS CCF· sector the 1\ I .:n 
pilut rcron�d an object pH�ing his ac in the opposite direction ar ;1 high doslnp, speed. "llH� IJ7)7 
w:�s inbound to G:.�twick via the EastW<)od :;Lick and pa3sing the DEXIL w�y pOill[. He was d�sccnding 
LltnJugh 15,000 ft :ulCJ thought the oqj(:ct m:ay have been a balloon, or part of, ucscribinS{ it a.-. bl;11: k 
and :�bout 18 inches wiuc. _Thr. S'G reports that a primary return was seen rtbOul 10 NM behind the 
L\737 he;�dirl8 S� .. ;�t �oout 100 kt. •• -A f<.1llowing ;tc was giver• tra(fic information ami :.voi<..llnp, turns tn 
th<: lcfL lo �void the primary return, which hiHf appeared to chanp,c hc�ding wwards ir. !.Hit its pilnl 
reported Sl�eing nothing. 'fhc UVH esc W:lS al:;o adviseJ of the LtCL'i in order tll:H ,inbound tr·:dlic 
<.oulu uc given v4�t.:turs to ;\V!Jid 1he �l<.�:t. 

,IM> Nutes: 

2 

\ 
A Metcwolos;ical l)� lloon w:a�Jclca.c;cd from C1awky at 1719 on this particular uar. il w;�� light brown in colour and was tr:�ili� :a silvery mesh tri:mgl<�. 1\vcnly six,minutcs after relc:�sc (17•t'i) 
i1 W:J'i at :l7,000 ft bearir�,g. Of.��.'/6" and at a rrtnge of 30 l<m from Crawley. It ascended tluoiiJ:h 1�.000 ft 13 min after rel(!C\SC (1732) when it W<\.S bc;�ring 097.6° and at a range of 17 km. ThC're wa.s a sharp inversion betwt�cr�.4000-5000 ft where the temperature rose from +U0 to + l2°. 'fh<� 
top of co11vection was 2t -i�OO.h, 'above this was··� ve-q� ,dry :.nc.�a up t<) about 15,000 ft. \Vind 
vdodty at 11,000 ft- 30)/25, W,OOO ft.- 295125. · .. 

AJS(MiiJ und<!rtOOk very thor01.:1gh tracing .. :tction but could re��h n� positive conclusion. Their radar replay did show a prim:uy return in the g�_nccal area but- It was see·n to move about lihc a 
light ac or helicopter at low leveL 1,�'0 Met or,oth_er balloons could be tracct..l which having been released could have reached lhis· arca/tirnc nor which could have appearcu black. Th�· only possible exception to this .. :-";�s· ql;ll svme hot-air balloon pilots la\Jnch small balloons which can uc rollowed with 2 dcvic�. called n 'Wind 'Iiacllcr'. One balloonM pilot CQill:lctcd had rck:t�cd .. , 9 .. 



ll;dloon.s on the 6thntll July llut then 11ot agalr• umil.thc 19LII. On Lite 21st he trO\ckeJ one nf hi:o 
black l.Jalloons to 7200 ft before he lost sight of it ·and he assUincd they c.:ould go much hi�hcr 
than this . .Th� CM SRG is well aware of this usc of l.Jalloo11�i they am.J 1..:1ll1ers of similar size (k�;:; 
than 2 m) arc exempted from most r�strictlons of the ANO l>y Anlcle 109(a). The oiJjcct seen l1r 
the B737 pilot must be considered ns unuaccll. 

· 

l'AflT U! SUMMARY 01: 'J'IIJt WOilKING GH.UUP'S UISCUSSlONS 

'lhc only Information availal.Jic to lite: Wurking Gro\Jp was d.c-rcpon fron• lhc l'ilot of the 1\.':\1, 
plwtogr�phs from the radar rccorcJings, an<:J·.rcpons from the .a pp ro p r i a t e ArC and uvcr;itlilg 
autlturitit·s. 

. 

f\ mcrnb<.:r COIIllllCIIICd tllat the number of·Sighting'S uf I.J.allo•)ns and Qtlte� Ullidcntificd olJjcdS SCt�lll 11.1 
have l.J<.·comc r11orc prcvalcrll in the S auJ �E.of tli:C . co\.!ntr·y: -·i\tc•f'!bcrs toul( note of the AIS�"'J 
t:lHlllllC·I·ll un dtC prirnar y return seen in the gcri�.ral�at.�a of the airmis� as being nwr·c :1\<i11 lo tlu: 
IIIU\'CiliCill of <I liglll ac C)r llclicoptc( al I•JW . . k'vcl, . . :.n!ct \yere: 'at a .loss .. tu iucritify the (�pur tc..l u!Jjo:t:l 
�inn: ir.c; slt�pc anll l>chaviuur did .nut· 5Cr:lll� }\t(i J.)�;:tX�f.C�grti� .���c: ptc�::·c of aviation cqi.•ipmcnt, whilt: 
11tc l<:tllfH.'rJllHC llavcrsion made it Utl!'k\=ly_ Htal: s� i•i!:tlll.!'ll)' lil<c: �·pie<:c: of black polythc11c co,.IJ h:wc 
I.Jl'Cil carried to that lcvd. 1l W;i:f'agrccu \hal.lltiS aii:mi.S5·was.b<:sLdesc_ribCc.l as :t conlli�o:tion bct\vef�n 
tile U7)7 anJ the unidcmlfl<.:d ul.>jcct,.. Wl.•i!st lltCutl>cp \vee<!. unsure· �ha·t (iarn::�t;e could han: on:urfl:d 
I1JJ the object struck rttc Ll73_"1 the �cncr:tl opinion was thit there l.tadlx:en .a po.s.sii.Jit risl( uf t:ulli�i·_, ... 

I'Alll; C: ASSESSMENT UF JHSK ANIJ CAUSE 

I h:gr�'(' 1Jj Nl.\l::. 

Cot_lllielion Lx�t wcc:n the lH 3 7 ami �he: unidcnlificd ol.JjC<.:l:· 

************************ 
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rr.�· St�;,y�eyed NASA 
,f;;, scientists have been ._; �: 
i;';,t getting some sky- , , •• ,,. 
:.1:- high criticism over ' 

�,;:their 10-year, $100 ·· 
U.r:mlliion program to con- • · 
..'"'')tact extraterres­
�·O trials, or E.T.'s. 
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PARADIGMS & PROPAGANDA 

Bob Kingsley. 

After Today newspaper's 1 99 1  'revelation' that Doug Bower and Dave Chorley 

started the crop circle craze in Britain in 1 978 , people with only a passing interest 

in the subject found that Doug 'n' Dave's alleged antics provided a comfortable 

solution to an otherwise perplexing problem. But for those more dedicated circle 

hunters - whose lives have been utterly changed by the apparent significance of 

these enigmatic patterns - their claims were shaky at best Most circle hunters agree 

that hoaxing cannot possibly account for every single crop circle ever found. But, 

if that is the case, then what is creating the genuine crop circles? A plasma vortex? 

Non-corporeal consciounesses? UFOs? In truth, we're really no closer to the 

answer, despite the grand claims made by all sides. 

Both UFOs and crop circles appear to have undergone similar debunking 

techniques. If the United Kingdom had a Freedom of Information Act we might be 

able to ascertain, at least to a greater degree than in the past, to what extent the 

British government and military departments are really involved in investigating 

these phenomena. For sure, the military must have taken some notice of crop 

circles - they've kept 1nrning up on open Ministry of Defence land in Wiltshire and 

it is inconceivable that, at least prior to the Doug 'n' Dave scam, their attention was 

not at times fixed upon the unusual quality of the circles and the possibility of there 

being something worth exploiting militarily - some new kind of energy, perhaps. 

Unfortunately, there is no such Act in the UK. So we cannot really know what files 

the British government holds on the many UFO cases generated here. Nor can we 

know to what extent the government was involved in supporting the successful 

ridiculing and debunking of the UFO phenomenon - and crop circles may well be 
suffering the same fate. 

But it seems to me that cl�se encounters with UFOs are never going to be 

satisfactorily publicly explained, because it is not in the phenomenon s nature to 

provide answers. However, they do initiate questions of a wide-ranging nature in 

the minds of the individuals involved. 

Similarly, the effect of finding a virgin crop circle, or visiting a circle site, has had 

a profound effect on many people of differing backgrounds. New areas of thought 

have been opened up, broader viewpoints are being embraced. Many of those 

1 1  



affected find themselves questioning the status quo, the fundamental purpose of 

life and their place in the scheme of things. Some are overcome by the burden of 

dealing with these essentially moral and spiritual questions, but a good number also 

benefit greatly from the deeper insight they develop. 

Tiris raising of awareness in 'ordinary' people might be wasted if today's academics 

stuck to the establishment line and dismissed what was, during the past two 

hundred years or so, considered to be an area of subjective speculation best 

avoided by the rational mind - but, excitingly, science is also undergoing a subtle 

but important �hange which endorses the view that there is more to the universe 

than mere 'nuts and bolts' . 

The old-style determinism of the established reductionist viewpoint, which requires 

from the experimenter objectivity and isolation from a mechanical, dead universe, 

is giving way to a fresh, probabilistic and indeterminate paradigm which allows for 

the influence of subjectivity and acknowledges the effect that the experimenter's 

intrinsic participation has on a dynamic, creative, living universe. Our own 

thoughts, actions and expectations have an influence on the way experiments 

progress - and on the way we respond to external stimuli in general. Where before . 

such involvement would have been scientifically unacceptable, today there is a 

growing body of thought that supports this contention. Our own consciousness has 
a part to play in the evolving universe - each of us, individually, and with equal 

measure. 

The debunkers will, no doubt, continue to argue against the 'reality' of both UFOs 

and crop circles, but in the end it won't matter. Of course, not all UFO sightings are 

inexplicable, and not all crop circles are 'genuine'. But those who experience the 

real thing in both cases come away with a new respect and appreciation of the 

intricacies behind the universe, a greater awareness of how little we really 

understand about our physical realm - and, most especially, how we have neglected 

the development of human consciousness. 

-

Any progress we can make along those lines is needed more today than ever 

before. 

Bob. Kings-l ey � s new a.ddress· is-; S:L':X , Fir Grove , Wli:ttehtll 
· H�psnire . GU3 5

.
9ED 

-rln:j:_ted Kingdom · 
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Why diCI the soldier go A WOL ? 
The' � OUijh :.Board . told him to 
. . . By ' NANCY . PLEVIN . • . .  : ' 

unleashing . . one or . the . wierdest UFO sightings. 
Associated P�ess"Wrlte� - l . stories of 1990 :.:_ they have re- Two weeks later, they were 

ALBUQUERQUE, , N,M. _ . , mained silent. . honorably discharged from F�rt 
When Vance Davis anli ' flve ·or his '' �" · · But" Davis now says he wants to 1 Kriox, Ky.,  after an Army m­
friends wenh AWOL�1 ; lt ; was ; , re: , . tell his story.• to set the recor-d vest!gation found no eviden�� the 

ported that ; they -. had. gone _to a · . straight and because, according to . sold1�rs from 
_the 701st M•hta.ry 

Florida beach .. to awa it the Second the Qulja Board, race riots in Los Intelhg�nce �ngade had been m-. 

Coming of 'Jesus· Christ In a. UFO. · : � 'Angeles were ! to be a signal the volved 10 �SP
1

10nag
t
e.

lh · · - h ld · · b · 
'Th th As pums 1men ey were re-

' •  : . No way).says Davis.: r. ; , .-. . , :. ' '' • group -s ou go. pu he. e o ers t h I 
'
t k d f 

.. · 'd 1 · · , ·. · · , . . ·n r d b e duced o t e owes ran an or-
•' , · How· n leu ous· :can you get .  . . . WI_ . come orwar : one � on 

• · rei ted hal£ a month's pay for � ' the 
he : says!'•:• :Jes?s '

,
Christ_�·· Is: : Jesus ; : 

,
'dependl_ng on ' pub he ' re.acliO_n to · oCfenses of AWOL and forged leave 

Ch�ls.t. . 
��Y' �?u!�

, 
h.:,··,�.

?�� ·In a .
. , 

�hat he
_ 
h�� �o �ay, Davis said.  - papers," the Army sa id. Milita.ry 

flymg sau�et? ., !: ', · '·. :' .. ,: ,· . . , ,, . . The . six former intelligence officials refused to discuss .the m-
· : ·  �o, says . Day!s i _the reason they analysts, all, with top-secret secur- vestigation. . . 
' lHt ·. their :�r.my" lnl_eHig�nce posts ily clea·ra nces, l were . reported Davis, originally !rom V:�llcy 

, 
w�s. 

,quite � simple: ;}J,��Ja · � Board : . 
missing . from their Augsburg, West Center, Kan . ,  pad the rank of s�e-

sp�r�ts told them they ·.were n!!eded Germany base on July 9, 1990. · cia list. Others in the group, · w1tlt 
to help lead the world through an , They were arrested five days r:�nks and ages at  their arrests, 
impending cataclysm. · 1/��- • •  - �  ' •  i 1 later after one was slopped for a are : Pfc. Michael Hueckslaedt, 19, 
. . , For, _two : years, . since . the , six . . . broken tail light in ,Gulf Breeze, a of Farson; Wyo. ; Pfc. Kris Prr-

: turned ;up , hi ,Gulf:; Breeze, Fla. ,- · . . · beach .town . known for reported 

lock, 2o;· _ of .  Osceola, Wis . ;  Pfc. 
,William . Setterberg, 20, :  of Pitts­
·burgh; Spc. K�nneth Beason, 26, of 

· J.effersori City, Tenn.� and Sgt. An­
. .  nette . Eccleston,: 22 • . · of . Hartford, 

· conn. · '· · · · 
It all began innocently in No­

vember 1989, Davis says. · 
•· . · , "We decided to do some ex­
. perimentation into · things," he 
says. "We wanted to see if there 
was something actually to it -
ESP, pa rapsychology , ghosts , 
Tarot cards." 

Davis says the members of the 
group "hit brick walls" until final­
ly they tried a Ouija Board. 

"Someone showed up," he says. 
. " I'm talking spiritually. "  

I n  th e  months that followed, 
Davis says, several spirits talked 
to the group, predicting the Gulf 
War and the 1990 Iran earthquake. 

"At the end of May we were 
told we might think about trying to 
get out of the service because 
there's going to be some serious 
things occurring in the next five 
years, and being _ in the service 
would not help us grow and be­
come what we · were supposed to 
become," Davis says. 

What they were destined to do, 
he says, is teach and prepare peo­
ple for the coming world chaos. 

"This will be the changing of 
the Earth and Jesus is involved," 
Davis says. "He will  come back, 
and Rapture" - the fundamen­
talist Christian belief that be­
lievers will be swept to heaven 
before the world ends - "is real." 

Davis says that when the group 
couldn't find a legal way out of the 
Army, the Ouija Board told them, 
"Leave, just leave." 

their faith in the board's message 
that "things would work out." 

"We had top-secret clearances 
and never did anything wrong in 
our life,". Davis says. . " Being,_ 
AWOL was the furthest thing from 
our mind." , 

But on July 3, 1990, they hopped : 
a flight from Munich to Atlanta·, 
making their way to Gulf Breeze· 
to see two friends, a psychic and 
her housemate who would become 
Vance's wife, Iris. 

After their arrest and release 
from the Army, the group split up. 
Davis, . 27, lives . in . Albuquerque 
with his wife and 8-month�ld 

- daughter, does odd jobs and gives 
seminars on "self-sustaining life­
styles." 

"With everything we were told 
that's supposed to be occurring in 
the next five years, we want to be 
here to help," Davis says. · 

The changes, he says, include 
numerous earthquakes and volcano 
eruptions - including a major 
eruption of Mount Rainer in Wash­
ington state - the devastation oL 
New York City by gas leak, and 
food and race riots in every major 

· U.S. city that will lead to martial 
law and economic collapse. -

" When all this occurs, we'll be­
gone again," Davis says. "The six 
of us will be somewhere else. Peo­
ple will pe looking for us and they · 
won't be able to. find us. 

" Arter the thing occurs, we'll 
come back out again to help put 
the pieces back together. '  • . .. But meanwhile, Davis says, the� 
group may write a book, follow up: 
on a possible movie deal, and - if 
offered - do4!\n advertisement for, 

Stunned, they decided to put . 
Parker Bros., maker of the Ouija 
Board. 

( S.our ce ; B'o s t on Globe 8/ 1 6 / 9 2 )  

I Item from toilet 
on plane falls, -
strikes house 

An item from a toilet apparently 
fe l l  fr o m  a pas s i n g  p l a n e  a n d  
crashed into the attic o f  a Medford 
home yesterday afternoon . 

The blue block smasheci a 15-inch 
hole in the roof of the home of Jean­
ette Lombardi on Yeoman Aven�e. 
authorities said. 

The falling object also damaged a 
bathroom ceiling. 

No injmies were repmted. 
Police described the material as a 

"block of blue crystallizeci liquid, 
probably used as a disinfectant." 

Massachusetts Port Authority of­
ficials were notified and, along \'.oith 
the Medford Fire Department and 
the Federal Aviation Administration, 
are conducting an investigation. 

The plane involved was believed 
to be arri..,ing at or departing from 
Logan Airport in Boston. 

Orbi.ter hook l i s t  can lie ohtai.ned b.y s.ending a SASE to the addres s  on 
front page , - - · · · - · 
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Childhood Trauma: Memory or Invention? 

Crit ics say son1 e  therapists 
help patients remember 
'"abuse' that never occurred.  

B y  DANI E L  G O L E M A N  

IS it S a t a n  or is i t  Salem? A w<tve or cases in 
which men and women suddenly re m e m ­
b e r  traumatic events f r o m  t h e i r  chi ldhood 
has set orr a debate a mong psychologists 

who study memory and trauma. 
Some psychotherapists say that symptoms 

like depression can result from chlklhood sexual 
abuse even if the memories or It have been 
repre�sed. A few even clajrn that some of these 
cases of sexual abuse were part of the rituals of · 
Satanic cults. 

Others, mainly experi mental psychologists 
who study suggestibility and memory, say that 
the eagerness ofthera pists to uncover abuse, 
and their reliance on methods like hypnosis, can 

c reate imagi
.
ncd memories that the patients 

gradually assume to be fact. These crit ics l iken 
the wave of such cases to the hysteria and fa lse 
accusations of the Salem witch tria ls. 

The notion or repressed memory has been 
around since Freud proposed It near the turn of 
the century. But as yet there is no experimental 
evidence that bea rs directly on the puzzle of how 
a memory of such significance · could be re­
pressed Cor decades and then suddenly spring to 
mind under the right circumstances. 

The question Is a l l  the more compelling be­
cause of recent widely publicized cases in which 
long-repressed memories of murder and sexual 
abuse have apparently been corroborated. In 
one, George Thomas Franklin, a San M<;�teo, 
Ca lif., firefighter, was found guilty or murder 
after his daughter, E ileen Franklin-lipsker, tes­
t ified that she had only recently recalled his 
bludgeoning a playmate to death 2 1  years earli­
er. Ms. Franklin-Lisker said the memory came 
back to her as she gazed at her own daughter's 
race, which she said rem inded her of the play-
mate. · · 

M r. Franklin w a s  sentenced to l i fe in prlsnn. 
Prosecutors said his daughter's testimony was 

corroborated by tha t  of other witnesses and 
physical evidence. 

In another case, Frank Fitzpat rick, a 38-year­
old insurance adjuster i n  Cranston, R.I., began 
remembering having been sexua lly molested by 
a parish priest at  age 1 2. 

M r. Fitzpat rick's retrieval of the repressed 
memories began, he said, when "I was feeling a 
great mental pain, even though my m arriage 
and everything else in my l i te was going well." 
Puzzled, M r. Fitzpatrick lay down on his bed, . 
" t rying to let mysel f  feel what was going on." 

M r. Fitzpat rick, who is now 4 1 ,  slowly realized 
that the mental pain was due to " a  betrayal of 
some k ind," and remembered the sound of' 
heavy breathing. "Then I realized I had been 
sexually abused by someone I loved," said M r. ;  
Fitzpatrick. B u t  it  was not unti l  two weeks later, 
that he suddenly remembered the priest, the 
Rev. James R. Porter. 

"I re membered Father Porter taking me up 
to his parent's house in Revere, Mass.," he said. 
"Supposedly he was taking m e  to a ball game in 
Boston, but we never went there. I remembered 
details or the trip, like his giving m e  mince meat 

pte to eat. But I still don't remember 
the exact details or the sexual abuse." 

In Mr. Fitzpatrick's case the accu­
sations have apparently been corrob­
orated by about 50 other men and 

.women, and Mr. Porter, who Is no . longer a priest, has acknowledged 
a busing an unspecified number of 
children. 

Most or the vict ims never forgot 
the molestation, said Mr. Fitzpatrick, 
but remained silent all  those years 
out of shame and fear. Two other 
,Yictlms had also repressed the mem­
ories. One man started having flash­
backs of sexual abuse from Father 
J>orter the moment he heard the news 
of the accusations on a radio broad­
cast. The other found h imself crying 
At  work �oon after hearing the news, 
and then began to have a Clood of his 
own memories. 
• The rising numbers of such cases 
have led 21 states to extend the stat­
utes of l i mitations In sex-abuse cases. 
Even so, corroboration of memories 
of childhood abuse Is often difficult to 
find, leaving nn nccuser and the nc­
cused In a struggle for belief. 

"The terrible thing Is that It's a 
situation where, finally, you just don't 
know what the truth Is about some-

• thing that may have happened dec­
lldes ago," said Dr. John Klhlstrom, a 1 :psychologl�t at the University of A ri­
zona and a leader In research on 

; memory. 
Debate Over Memories 

Dr. Klhlstrom and other research­
ers are part of a scientific debate 
over whether the methods sometimes 
u�ed by therapists to retrieve memo­
ries of sexual abuse can lead to fabrl-

·•·cated memories. 
The debate has Implications be­

yond the therapy session, as a mount­
--Ing number of adults who remember 
"sexual abuse In childhood are being 

urged to sever all ties with thei r! 
famllles, and even sue their parents' 

•for damages. And now some parents,: 
'saying they have been falsely ac­
'cused, are suing the therapists In­
volved for medical malpractice. 1 

- " I f  Incest Is the worst crime, just'  
"Imagine the deva!ltating Impact on 
pnrents who are fals�ly accused," 
said Dr. Pa m Freyd{a psychologist 
-and executive director of the False 
Memory Syndrome Foundation ln . 
Philadelphia. Founded In March, thel foundation has since been contacted, 
by more than 650 parents who say. 
that a grown child, usually a daugh­
ter, has falsely accused them or hav­
Ing sexually abused her as a child. ! 
· On the other hand, Dr. Renee Fre-! 
drlckson, a psychologist In St. Paul,; 
whose book "Repressed Memories: A 
Journey to Recovery from Sexual 
Abuse" was published this month by ! 
Fireside Books, said, "There are a '  
large number o f  represse<J memories; 
of childhood sexual abuse that were 
Inter corroborated, and only a small :  

number that were proven wrohg." 
Both sides In the debate agree that 

the effects or sexual abuse are terri­
ble that most cases go undetected at 
the' time and that the trauma br such 
abuse can lead people to repr�ss their 
memories of what happened. A report 
In the curr�nt Issue of the! /journal 
Child Abuse and Neglect cHncludes 
that adults who were sexuaJI'y abused 
In childhood are more pr!1ne thani 
others to depression, sexubl prob­
lem

_
s. anxiety and thoughts ql suicide. 

Methods Are Questioned I 
A study by Dr. J.udith L. H rman, a 

psychiatrist at the Women's . Mental 
Health Collective In Sum merville, 
Mass., found In a 1 987 study that 
about three-qunrt.ers of women who 
reported sexual abuse In childhood 
were able to corroborate the memory 
in some way. For about a qua rter or 
the women, those memories had been 
repressed, most often when the abuse 
was during early childhood . 
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Some therapists say that �ven If  a 
memory of childhood abuse Is only 
symbolically true, It  should be taken 
seriously in therapy, even If It  Is not. 
objectively true. Others fear that the 
debate over the · credibility of some 
memories of childhood abuse will  be 
used to discredit people who a re In 
thE' diCCicult position or ma king legiti­
m a te assertions that long-past abuses 
took place. 

The debate focuses on the methods 
some therapists use to help people 
retrieve repressed memories or 
childhood sexual abuse, particula rly 
hypnosis and "narcoanalysis," In 
which the ·sedative a mobarbital sodl-

. urn Is used to Induce a trancelike· 
!\ t n t r.. Cri t ics cnution thnt !\llrh mrlh­
ods make people suggestible enough 

False memories can 
be implanted under 
hypnosis. 

that they can confuse their. fantasies, 
with fact. 

· ' 
" While memory I!\ often right, It'!\ 

sometimes wrong," said Dr. Kihl­
strom, the. University of Arizona psy­
chologist. "Everything we know 
about the memory of events says I t  Is 
highly susceptible to reinvention." 
Fabricated Memory 

A pertinent experiment on the mal­
leabil ity or human memory will  be 
presented next month ,at the annual 
meeting of the American Psychologi-. 
cal Association by Dr. El izabeth F. 
Loftus, a psychologist at the Universi­
ty of Washington who Is a specialist In 
eyewitness testimony. I n  a prelimi­
nary study, Dr.  Loftus was able by 
suggestion to persuade pe�ple t� r�­
member d!."tails of an i magmary mer-
dent when they were supposedly lost 
at  age 5, while their family was shop-. 
ping. 

With Ja mes Coan, a graduate stu­
dent, Dr. Loftus had a close relative 
or her experimenta l subjects de­
scribe three events from the subject's 
childhood, and oCCer specifics for the 
setting or a fictitious fourth event, the 
time the person supposedly got lost. 
"We told the subjects we were study­
ing childhood memories, and asked 
them to write everything they could 
remember about each . oC these lncl-

Victims of abuse 
\��t to find out 
what it was. '  

dents," said Dr. Loftus. 
I n  the pilot study, the subjects, two 

children and three adults, proceeded 
to supply deta ils of the fictitious inci­
dent,  apparently not realizing it  was 
not true. 

I n  earlier research, reported in Sci­
ence in 1983, psychologists showed 
that similar false memories - l ike 
having been startled awake by gun­
shots in the middle of the night - can 

· be implanted in people during hypno­
sis. On recovery, the subjects believe 
the stories and embellish them. 



A Confession Recanted 

Another striking dem�nstration of 
suggestibil ity is described by Dr. 
Richard Ofshe, a sociologist at  the 
University ·or California at  Berkeley, 
In an a rticle to be published In the 
next Issue of The International Jour­
nal of Clinical and Experimental 
Hypnosis. The a rticle concerns the 
case · of Paul I ngrain, who Is now 
appealing a prison term he is serving 
In Washington State for sexuaf abuse. 
While he originally pleaded guilty, 
M r. Ingram has recanted his confes­
sion. 

Dr. Of she was brought into the case 
by the prosecutor but ended up testi­
fying for the defense. Dr. Ofshe said 

_ M r. I ngram, under intensive pollee 
interrogation, had come to beliPve his 
grown daughters' accusations of 
childhood sexual abuse by h i m  nnd 
several frlen�s. who the daughters 
claimed were part of a satat:llc group. 
.But Dr. Ofshe's lnvestigat1on con­
vinced him that M r. lngram .was the· 
victim of false memories, both his 

-daughters' and. his own. 
"He believed he had repressed 

memories o/ what he had done up to 
• the moment of his arrest," said Dr. 

Ofshe. "I decided to run an experi­
ment. I invented a set of facts, that 
one of his sons and one of his .daugh­
ters told me he made them have sex 
so he could watch. At first he said he 

·couldn't remember it. So I asked h i m  
to � o  throu�h th(' steps that  had 

helped him remember 
cha rges." · 

Mr. Ingram's pastor a 
ogist had told him that 
picture something, It  wa 
nings of a repressed m 
that if he "prayed 'on It 
remember more. "I as 
piCture· it and go back t 
pray on It," said Dr. Ofsh 
day he told me he had a 
ry of the scene." 
Grounds for Caullon. 

Psychologists view su 
grounds · ror caution In re 
pressed memories. 

But therapists who s 
helping adults retrieve 
childhood abuse Insist 
methods are necessary 
the delicate threads of f 
ages or half-remembered 
that connect people to Jon 
memories. 

"Most people I see who 
vors of sexual abuse, rna 
cent, have at  least frag 
partial memories of what 
to them, while- others have 
memories, but believe 
abusive happened to th 
to find out what It was,' 
Fredrickson. 

Dr. Fredrickson's book 
methods people can use t 
repressed memories of se 
including interpreting dre 
ing free associations in a j 
hypnosis. In one technique, 
lets the associations a me 
brings to m ind develop lnt 
lned scenario that may orr 
what actually happened. 

Critics object to the 
which such methods cnn 
by .subtle influence from 
pist. Dr. Ofslie said : "The 
starts out by presupposing 
for repressed sexual abuse, 
patients want to please t 
that Interest reinforces an 
client comes up with In that 

- Thrn t hC' therapist g('t S  the 
actively Imagine on I mage 
saying, 'Try to picture this 
to you,' and encourages the 
elaborate on that fantasy. 

. patient becomes convince 
was not merely l magiilati 
repressed memory of abus 

Dr. Fredrickson cautio 
' pists to avoid leading questi 
using these methods, advlc 
all therapists heed. 

Some groups say that thes 
the techniques that can lea 
memories. Dr. Fr<.'yd; dlrec 
parrnts' group, said, " We 
people wil l  not automaticall 
with the assumption of guilt  
involving memories that 
known for decades; and th 
ered in a therapeutic sessio 

Pol l :  Second coming 
of Ch rist29 �� 19?�.r��.a£�I�!� r.Yic1e 

NEW YORK ( UPI)  - A  pol l  
by Time Magazine and CNN 
shows most Americans expect 
to see the second coming of 
Jesus Christ in the 2 1st century, 
a woman president, cures for 
A IDS and cancer and more en­
vironmental disasters. 

The survey of 800 adult Amer­
icans by Yankelovich Clancy 
Shulman, taken July 22 and 23, 
also said 22· percent saw Japan 
as the greatest threat to the 
United States' dominant posi­
tion in  world affairs after the 
year 2000. Russia was next at  14 
percent, followed by . China < 13 
percent) and Iraq and.'Germariy 
(7 percent > .  • 

As for the second coming of 

Orbiter is o f fered on 
opinionated letters , 
loc ated in sc ientific 

Christ, 53  percent expected i t  to 
happen in the next one hundred 
years and 55 percent predicted 
religion would play a bigger role 
in the l ives of Americans and 37 
percent said they expected it to 
play a lesser role. 

In a l ist of possible occurences 
a fter 2000 for a special issue of 
the news m a g a z i n e  to be 
published Monday, 76 percent 
were optimistic about the pro­
spects of a woman president of 
the United States and the same 
percentage expected a black 
president to take office. . 

The same figure a lso expected 
scientists to ' discover a cure for · 
A IDS, while 80 percent expected' 
a cure for cancer and only 39 

percent expected p. cure for the 
common cold.  

It  showed 57 percent expected 
the average American to live to 
be 100 years old, 32 percept ex­

_pectfjd_c!>!ltact �jth beings from 
ano er planet and 22 percent 
pred1cled a single world gov­
ernment .  

But the pol l ,  with a margin of  
error of 3.5 percent, showed 61 
percent expected more poverty, 
53 percent more disease and 9 
percent m ore environmental 
disasters. Still, 4 1  percent saw 
the world in  better shape at  the 
.�nd of the 21st centu�y,1yt_!li le 32 
percent expected · -th ings to 
worsen and 1� pehieiit predicted 
the status quo. 

an exchange bas is only . Newsletters , 
UFO newsc lipp ings , or UFO artic les 

literature are ac c epted . 
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